
Opening Speech – European Music School Forum 
 

Dear colleagues, dear friends, 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to this year’s European Music School Forum—a unique 
gathering of professionals, partners, and policymakers united by a common purpose: to 
strengthen music and art education across Europe. 

Firstly, I would like to express my sincerest gratitude to our hosts, especially to the Catalan 
Association of Music Schools, for their generous hospitality and dedication. At the same time, I 
would like to express our deepest gratitude to the Spanish Association of Music and Dance 
Schools for their longstanding commitment and active participation within our European 
network. contributions, both national and regional, continue to enrich our shared vision of 
inclusive, high-quality music and art education. 

Today’s forum invites us to reflect on the experiences of the Catalan Association of Music 
Schools, which celebrated its 30th anniversary two years ago. Their journey is not only 
impressive in itself but offers valuable learnings for us all. 

In its recent publication CONTRA(A)PUNTS, we see how music schools in Catalonia have 
embraced change: 

• expanding access to students of all ages and backgrounds, 

• diversifying their artistic offerings beyond the classical canon,  

• engaging with local communities, social institutions, and schools, 

• and working toward equity, sustainability, inclusion and participation. 

And yet, these themes are not unique to Catalonia. Across Europe music and art schools are 
evolving. We are redefining our role not just as cultural and educational institutions, but as 
social and civic actors. Music and art schools will be more relevant than ever, not because they 
rest on tradition, but because they are constantly reinventing themselves, boldly bridging 
heritage and innovation, to remain vital and rooted in the heart of their communities. 

This is why EMU exists: to support our national associations in this task, to encourage dialogue 
between diverse realities, and to amplify our collective voice in Europe. 

As president of this vital umbrella organization, I believe that the future of music and education 
rests on four key principles: 

1. Access – ensuring that every child, regardless of geography or background, has the 
opportunity to participate actively in music and the arts 

2. Diversity – embracing all musical and artistic traditions, and using them as a foundation 
to foster intercultural dialogue and mutual respect 



3. Quality – committing to excellence through well-trained educators, sufficient resources, 
and dynamic curricula that honor our heritage while speaking to the realities of today’s 
youth 

4. Collaboration – working together across institutions and borders, learning from one 
another, and building resilient networks to meet future challenges 

Let this forum be a space for learning, inspiration, and renewed commitment. May our 
conversations here deepen our collaboration – not only among schools, but also across 
associations, governments, and communities. 

In closing, I thank the organizers, our Spanish and Catalan colleagues, and all of you here today. 
Your presence is a powerful reminder that music and art education in Europe is not only alive, 
but thriving—and that, together, we are shaping its future. 


