Finland, Musical Bridge - An Interreg III A Programme

A collaborative project of music schools in Estonia and Finland

Focusing on three main areas of development, this project is aimed at strengthening the co-operation and cultural exchange between Estonian and Finnish music schools and their central organisations.

The three development areas are promoting music school activity in Estonia and Finland, integrating music schools into the information society, and furthering the internationalisation of music education.

Along with the Finnish and Estonian Associations of Music Schools, four Finnish and five Estonian music schools will be participating in the project.

A total of €272,087 has been budgeted for the Finnish side of the project.

Project goals

1) Co-operation between music schools

The project will seek to promote co-operation between individual music schools in Estonia and the Southern coastal region of Finland and between the Estonian and Finnish Associations of Music Schools. In addition, the project will attempt to make it easier for music educators to move between Finland and Estonia and to promote cultural exchange between the Estonian and Finnish music school communities.

2) Promoting the work of music schools

The project will seek to promote the work of music schools in both countries.

During the project, music school professionals will study the curricula used in the two countries, and discuss the practice of music education and the content of the different subjects in the curriculum. Teaching material and other information will also be exchanged.

One of the specific areas of development addressed in the project is the advancement of music school activity through the implementation of new technologies and online applications. The project will produce a common database which will be used to

· implement networking projects in the two countries

· plan, co-ordinate, follow up and evaluate co-operative projects launched as part of the main project

· create an online music library featuring video, sound, teaching material and sheet music

· promote international co-operation, particularly with the European Music School Union.

Particular emphasis will be placed on developing international co-operation and increasing the co-operation with the European Music School Union.

3) Educational projects

One of the central goals of the project is to use the existing expertise in Estonia and Finland and apply it to music education and to creating new opportunities of professional training.

Among the educational projects are courses in choral, chamber and orchestral music, master classes for instrumentalists, projects to increase the teaching of contemporary classical music in music schools, training in folk music and early music, and training projects focusing on music theory, ear training, general musical knowledge and the history of music.

Information

For further information please contact:

Timo Klemettinen

Managing Director of the Association of Finnish Music Schools

timo.klemettinen@musiikkioppilaitokset.org
