Finland, Folk Music and Folk Dance Highlighted in 2004 and 2005

The Finnish Association of Music Schools has decided to highlight the role of the folk arts in music school instruction in a series of projects to be organised during 2004 and 2005. Joining the Association of Music Schools in organising the projects will be the Sibelius Academy, the Global Music Centre and the Finnish Folk Music Association. Additional support will be provided by the National Board of Education.

Objectives

Folk music represents a tiny share (1%) of all music school instruction in Finland. The main objective during 2004 and 2005 will be to increase the share of folk music and folk dance instruction in Finnish music schools.

Music school teachers as well as students and their parents will be offered an opportunity to learn more about folk music and folk dance as a new and enriching topic of instruction.

The Finnish Association of Music Schools will undertake a study investigating the success of the projects in increasing the teaching of folk music and folk dance.

The goal is to improve the employment outlook of folk music and folk dance practitioners and to increase employment opportunities combining skill sets from different areas.

A further goal is to foster local cooperation between music schools and persons with an active interest in folk music and folk dance.

Activities

The main events during 2004 and 2005 include the General Assembly of the Finnish Association of Music Schools and a final seminar which will focus on the role of immigrants and minority cultures.

A challenge has been issued to music schools to organise concerts and other events highlighting folk music and folk dance. The visibility and status of the folk arts will be promoted together with local folk art associations.

During 2004 and 2005, the Finnish Association of Music Schools and the Continuing Education Centre of the Sibelius Academy will provide education in folk music and folk dance for individual music schools.

The Finnish Association of Music Schools plans to produce new teaching material in folk music, including arrangements of Finnish folk songs for piano trio as well as educational and performance material for kantele ensembles. The Association will also compile a list of existing material suitable for use in instruction.

New performance material for use in folk dance, including sheet music, instructions, recordings and video, will be produced during 2005.

Information

For further information please contact:
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