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Info-bulletin of the 8th Meeting of the EMU Presidium

Prato, Italy on 20 October 2005

Present were: 

Jan van Muilekom (president), Gerd Eicker (vice-president), Katalin Asztai, Wilhelm Dahl,

Paolo Ponzecchi,  Timo Veijola, Viktor Zadnik, Gerrie Koops (secretary general, report).
1.  Opening and adoption of the agenda

The president, Jan van Muilekom, opened the meeting, welcomed all participants and thanked Paolo Ponzecchi for the hospitality and for arranging the meeting. 

He proposed that the following item be added to the end of the agenda:

. A call for proposals 2006 by the European Union. 

The agenda was adopted.

The president remarked that it will be the last presidium meeting in this setting and he apologized for his sudden resignation. 

2.  Minutes 7th Presidium meeting in Trondheim on 10 and 11 June  

(appendix 1).

The minutes were approved.

Referring to the motions enclosed in the minutes and the action list and not mentioned on the agenda of the meeting:

. Statistics: Jan contacted some countries that haven’t submitted any data and will send an email to some countries which haven’t filled in some important questions. A printed version of the statistics as published on the website will be handed out during the GA. The president will ask the members to check the data and to hand in necessary changes to the Secretary General the next day. After that the database on the website will be closed and the statistics will be considered for printing.
. Digital Meeting Point: the meeting point will be opened at the end of the General Assembly. Next week all members will receive an announcement by email which can be forwarded to all EMU members.

. The General Secretary hasn’t received new project descriptions. 

. The change to the statutes by a notary in Switzerland has yet to be carried out.

. Katalin attended the NGO meeting on Culture and Education last week. During this meeting she got in contact with the NGO president and asked her to pay attention to the music school education in Europe. Katalin will make a brief report of this meeting.

. Jan will send Gerrie information and the link to the subprogramme Grundvig of the Socrates Programme to be put on EMU’’s website for countries that need support for exchange programmes. 

. Jan will send Gerrie the letter he received from Plan in the Netherlands concerning the Flying Carpet project.

. Cyprus hasn’t made any further contact.
. Rainer Mehlig, nominated as honorary member is unable to participate due to private circumstances. The president will extend his congratulations by phone tomorrow after his nomination.

. Youth Music Festival in Hungary in 2007: will be on the presidium agenda in December. Hungary will prepare a plan for the budget and the sponsoring programme.

. Timo attended the IMC meeting and Music World Forum in Los Angeles. He will give a short presentation during the GA on Saturday morning.

. Gerd didn’t achieve any real results in his investigation at the national German office dealing with EU programmes on projects tackling the challenge of encouraging youngsters to visit professional music performances more. 

. Presidium meetings in 2006: The presidium needs a host for the meeting in May. They will ask the GA.

3. Special news from the different countries, the presidium members and EMU

Katalin/Hungary

. The Ministry of Finance in Hungary is to cut the subsidy for music schools in Hungary. 

Paolo/Italy

. It’s getting better with the Italian association since they got 15 new member schools. Trouble with the national government because they decided to cut 30% of the money for the regions had a bad effect on the cultural situation.
Wilhelm/Norway

. Reported on the national elections in Norway. For the first time a majority for the left wing. If they do what they promised then it might become very exciting in the future.

Gerrie/Netherlands

. General Manager, Ap de Vries, will report on the developments in the Netherlands during the GA.

Viktor/Slovenia

. The Slovenian association is investing in improving the relationship with the Ministry of Culture.

Timo/Finland

. The subsidies from the State for the municipalities have been decreased but rich cities have to sponsor the poor ones in the countryside.
Gerd/Germany

. The new leaders of the VdM: president Dr. Winfried Richter and general manager Matthias Pannes are doing very well. The recent elections in Germany might bring new possibilities because education is a very important issue in the programme of the new government. 

Jan/Netherlands

. The Dutch parliament made a proposal that all primary schools have to offer a daytime programme for children from 08.00 to 18.00 hour if the parents ask for it. This might give new opportunities for the music and arts schools in Holland. Gerd remarked that the same is happening in Germany: a visit to a music school can be a part of the general school for those who want.

4.  Preparing the General Assembly and Forum

. The presidium will divide the tasks during the meeting. 

. After the opening of the GA the president will give the floor to Paolo Ponzecchi who will read out a special welcome telegram Mr. Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, President of the Italian Republic.

. The presidium received a French reaction to agenda point 6: the question of the use of languages which will be handed out during the GA.

 . The GA will be informed about the need of Belgium Flanders to reconsider their EMU membership but that the presidium will try to keep them in EMU. 

The presidium received a letter from Belgium Flanders in which they stressed that the information they got till now from the EMU and their members doesn’t relate to the membership fee. After this letter they asked by email for a reduction of the membership fee 2005. 

The presidium will send them a letter. In this letter it will be stressed that EMU is an international network but that it is important that all members take part in the process. Reduction of the membership fee 2005 will only be discussed by the presidium if Belgium Flanders continues its membership.

. The presidium will announce to the GA that they prefer to host their presidium meetings in EMU member countries. The presidium still needs a host country for the meeting in May 2006. 

. The presidium adopted the proposal from the Swiss Association to nominate Ruth Hochuli as new auditor.

. Proposal by the Finnish member and the Nordic Music School Association (Denmark, Sweden, Norway) concerning the use of language(s) within EMU. 

Timo will declare that three official languages has not been part of the statutes, but that the presidium decided not to formulate special opinions on this proposal because the use of languages has been discussed several times before the presidium.

. After the nomination of Rainer Mehlig as honorary member Jan will phone him and will send flowers to his house.

. Procedure elections new president and two presidium members: the presidium will propose Gerd as chairman of the election board. Besides Gerd two assistants will be proposed.

The GA will be asked to elect the president by acclamation. 

5.  Application membership EMU by Poland

In response to the received application for membership from Poland the secretary general asked them some for more information (see appendix 4a) and invited them as special quest to the GA.  Poland hasn’t sent yet any further reaction.

6.  Possibility of organising a General Assembly in Utrecht, the Netherlands in 2008

Jan mentioned that Utrecht will commemorate the Treaty of Utrecht in 2013. Because of this celebration a special programme to receive international groups will be developed till 2013. If EMU likes they can send an application.

7.  Application form 2006 European Commission

The Culture 2000 programme supports annual projects and multi-annual projects in the field of music and performing arts, cultural heritage, plastic and visual arts and literature and books by public and private organisations with legal status, whose main activity lies in the cultural sphere. The total budget for projects supported under this programme is appr. Euro 28 million. Applications for multi-annual projects must be submitted to the Commission no later than 28 October 2005.  

Timo started the preparation of the application for multi-annual projects.
The presidium stated that because of the deadline of 28 October and the scant knowledge on how to apply to this programme it is not wise to do so now. For this job we need a professional. Gerrie will contact the European Union to find out if there will be a new opportunity to apply in 2006.

8 . Presidium meetings

2005

. 9 – 11 December in ‘’Scholen in de Kunst’’ in Amersfoort, Netherlands

 2006 

. March 2006: Viktor invites the presidium to hold the March meeting 2006 during the celebration of the 40th Anniversary of his music school: 9 till 12 March 

. May 2006: the presidium will ask the members.

. September/October 2006: not yet decided

. November 2006: Kuopio, Finland 

9.  Closing

After that the president thanked the presidium for the co-operation during his presidency and he closed the meeting. 
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