                                                    MEETINGPOINT MUSIC MESSIAEN  at Zgorzelec-Goerlitz

Central on the former VIA REGIA - a european mental arteria - is situated the German-Polish twintown Zgorzelec-Goerlitz, embedded into the heart of the continent, where three countries are on their run, to orchestrate a common being: Poland, the Czech Republic and Germany.

One of the kernels of crystallization for this cultural co-evolution has been sowed by a Frenchman, the composer Olivier Messiaen (1908 – 1992). More than seventy years of his life he studied, taught and worked in Paris. But about nine months of this creative existence he spent at a studio, which only history can invent: at the POW-Camp StaLag VIIIa in Goerlitz. And exactly there during a time, whilst the German Fascism did strangle spirit and life of half the earth, Messiaen created his QUARTET FOR THE END OF TIME, which grasped for the invisible behind this time of torture. This quartet is of highest importance not only among his own creations, but for the entire evolution of music past the fascist horror of World War II.

Could there be any place more apt, to teach the young generation of the now uniting Europe, the imperceptible, yet unconquerable power of music, surpassing time and terror, to demonstrate how firm human spirit can step through an apparent hopeless eclipse?

In Zgorzelec-Goerlitz and Liberec there are living about 400 000 people, who together with all Europeans pave the way for a future, which is not dominated by  o n e  nation – on the contrary: the concert of their cultures, their variety will tune the tone of the continent.

EUROPE IS MUSIC – this leitmotiv is the guiding principle for the development of the MEETINGPOINT MUSIC MESSIAEN – which will be established intentionally on the historic ground of the former POW-Camp StaLag VIIIa, with respect to and holding in high esteem those, who have suffered, before Europe could set off for itself and it's growing together. 

2008 has been Olivier Messiaens centenary: since that remarkable point of time – with this visionary composer as catalyst – the european youth and artists do concert their creative forces and imaginative power at the MEETINGPOINT MUSIC MESSIAEN. Competitions for composers, workshops, performances and multimedia-events will be stimulating the pulse of the ancient VIA REGIA in it's center, so that Warsaw, Paris, Prague, Rome Dresde and Vienna, but also  Linz and Copenhagen or Birmingham can feel that spiritual beat - and deal with it, like all Europe to come.

                                                                                            www.messiaen.themusicpoint.net

