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1.- Position of Music Schools into the general Education System

The current legal framework which musical teaching in Spain falls into is the LOE (Organic Law of Education, 2006), a law which is still in development  and a consequence of a previous law LOGSE (Law of General Organization of the Educational System, 1990), which referenced non professional musical studies for the first time, along with the centres which offer them: music schools.

Before the LOGSE came into effect musical education was regulated by the Decrees of 1942 and 1966. While these two plans were in force they were characterized by a strong and persistent separation from other tuition and the study plans which referred to general education. This has obviously resulted in a considerable delay in the development of musical education compared to other countries.

The presence of music in the LOGSE law of education has two key aspects, which simultaneously outline some concrete plans of action. These development plans relate to both general and specialist fields, and within the latter, both professional and amateur tuition.

To achieve this the law offers two options, according to the various interests and aims of the students who would like to receive specialist education: professional and non professional teaching. 

As well as being an important development with respect to legislation, these two options represent a significant step forward for the new objectives of music education with regard to planning, agreement and allocation of  responsibilities to the public authorities. It is also important in the types of centres necessary for its development.

In this way, and as a result of the legal ruling, two different types of centres have been established:

- the Conservatories, for professional education


- the Music Schools, for non-professional education


For the Music Schools, the Law of Education has established that Music Schools are regulated by the Education administrations. And in each autonomous community, it is the city and town councils which are responsible for creating and maintaining public music schools. Due to their close relationship with citizens they are the most appropiate institutions for setting up this type of centre.

The development of the Organic Law of 1990 has taken place in several stages according to the autonomous power of the region, as follows:

Catalonia, Basque Country, Navarre and Galicia 1993

Valencia and Canary Islands 1994

Andalusia 1997

Balearic Islands1999

La Rioja 2001

Castilla – La Mancha 2002

Aragón 2004


2. – Role of Music Schools

This legal framework determines the managment and creation of these centres. The governments of the autonomous communities, the town and city councils and student fees all contribute to the funding of Music Schools in Spain. The proportions can vary between different autonomous communities, but on average they are as follows:


Governments of autonomous communities: 26%

Town and city councils:47%

Students 27%


Thus, the Music Schools have been created with a two-fold objective, on one hand to satisfy the educational needs of a wide sector of society, and on the other, to encourage active participation from students and interaction from the School in its local community. Therefore the range of activities offered by music schools includes basic tuition (instrumental and others) which allows students to participate in the instrumental and choral groups at that centre, from the age of 4 onwards with no upper age limit.


a) Special educational needs

As well as playing a part in the life of the local community through the concerts offered by music groups from the School, these centres have recently become a reflection of the demands of modern society: the attention to students with special educational needs . 

Society is increasingly attentive to these students and Music Schools are no  exception.

 
For this reason, many of the music schools in our association, UEMyD, offer the possibility of accepting pupils with special educational needs. 


At the moment, 17% of the Music Schools in our association are able to take care of these pupils. 31% are fully integrated students and 69% receive special attention. These students are taken care of by specially-trained teaching staff. Nearly 50% of the teaching staff are professors of music with training in musical therapy. Training courses are organized  every year by both the basque and catalan associations.

b) Quality


One of the areas that requires special attention is that of the quality of  the Music Schools. 

This is determined by the level that students reach. The students will be in the levels of Contact, Initiation, Consolidation and Advanced Learning. Other factors in measuring quality include the number of groups at the centre, number of concerts offered, number of students who progress to professional education, and attention to students with special educational needs. 


c) Music and Art Schools. Number, type, etc.


Since 1990, when the existence of  Music Schools was recognized for the first time,  it has been a long journey for these centres to get to where they are today. We have worked to give to society what it required from us: musical education that also resulted in social activity. Today, after several years of work, the Music Schools are preparing to take on a new challenge: to continue evolving, while never losing sight of society’s new demands, creating a new type of center that unites these issues which are being detected.


The path that we see before us is determined by the LOE, which regulates the teaching of the arts, not just music and dance, but also drama, art and design, etcetera, opening the door to new centres for amateur teaching of the arts, the  Schools of Arts. Four of these centres are already in operation in Catalonia. In addition a new autonomous law is currently being developed in the Basque Country.

3.- Relationships with other musical institutions

Music Schools have a fluid relationship with other musical institutions, professional conservatories and Higher Education centres: ESMUC (in Catalonia) and MUSIKENE (in the Basque Country).  A growing number of pupils from music schools are taking the entrance exams for these centres and we are strongly linked with them in order to ensure that the students are sufficiently prepared for these exams.

4.- Relationship with general education

As for our relationship with the general education system, it must be  said that despite the changes caused by the introduction of the LOGSE in 1990, this only regulated the links between professional musical teaching and general education. In fact, there is an accreditation  system which allows professional music studies to be taken alongside secondary school qualifications. 

Although at first it was not possible to gain credits for attending a music school, there are now some universities which have introduced an accreditation system for music school studies. This option varies according to the university, as there is still no standard system.

It can be said that specialized teaching of music in  general schools does not exist. There may be isolated cases but we do not have any data available on this subject.
5.- Main objectives of the national association

In order  to facilitate joint projects between music schools in Spain, the UEMYD was created in 1999.

The main goal of the Union of Music and Dance Schools is the State representation of its members. To achieve this the Union has the following  objectives:

· To promote musical education and practices of music and dance 

· To collaborate with the different associations of music and dance schools.

· To promote communication between commissions of study, professors, students, orchestras, choirs and other groups.

· To encourage the interest of the relevant authorities and of society through musical education.

· To maintain regular contact with other national and international federations and associations. 
6.- CONCLUSION

To conclude, both music schools and the spanish association are new organizations , but the future looks very promising. The model for teaching in music schools has been established and we face the future challenge of  putting it into operation and regulating it in Schools of Arts, which, as mentioned previously, is a project which is gradually being implemented.  
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