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Structure of music education in the Netherlands

	Age
	Music School


	Wind ensemble and brass band (HaFaBra) programme


	General education

	8 
	General Musical Development I


	Preparatory instrumental and vocal education

· Recommended 1 - 2 years preceding instrumental education

· Age 6–9 years

· Musical listening development

· Research on musical proclivity in relation to student progress for recommendation to parents and HaFaBra wind ensemble association


	
	Primary school 

Year 5

	9 - 12
	General Musical Development II, III, IV +

Instrumental Phase A

· Orientation 

· Individual or group lessons in main subject

· Ensemble


	Phase A

· Duration: 2–3 years

· Broad, multi-faceted, methodical approach aimed at 
I cognitive learning 
II motor skills 
III affective learning 

· Introduction to wind/percussion instruments

Relation to overall position in orchestra
:

1. Second or third chairs


	Regular weekly lessons

Group lessons

Completion lessons:

· Instrumental

· Music theory/ear training

· Ensemble lessons

· Occasional individual support

· Examination lessons
	Year 6

	13-14
	Instrumental Phase B

· More in-depth instruction

· Individual or group lessons in main subject

· Playing in ensemble


	Phase B

· Average duration: 2 years

· Phase B combines with Phase A to create a recognisable and coherent whole

· Completion is the minimum requirement for functioning musically in an orchestra

Between Phase B and Phase C

· Consideration of whether a student will continue to the next phase (progress monitoring)

· Possible duration of extra year for transition from B to C: 1 year 

Relation to overall position in orchestra:

1. First chairs

2. Second or third chairs


	Regular weekly lessons

Group lessons

Completion lessons:

· Instrumental

· Music theory/ear training

· Ensemble lessons

· Occasional individual support

· Examination lessons


	Secondary education

	15–16
	Instrumental Phase C

· Specialisation

· Individual or group lessons in main subject

· Playing in ensemble


	Phase C
· Duration: at least 2 years

· Character and intention of education programme changes

· Training in skills that lead to a conscious way of making music, characterised by more mastery of the instrument and musical power of expression.

Relation to overall position in the orchestra:

1. Leaders of different groups and solo parts

2. First chairs


	Regular weekly lessons

Group lessons

Completion lessons:

· Instrumental

· Music theory/ear training

· Ensemble lessons

· Occasional individual support

· Examination lessons

· Receptive development (resulting in an essay)


	

	17–18
	Instrumental Phase D

· Professionalisation

· Individual or group lessons in main subject

· Playing in ensemble

· Admission to vocational programme

	Phase D

· Duration: average of 2 years

· Completion of traditional mastery of the instrument and musical expression at the highest level possible for amateurs.

· Examination; an examination at a high level in all areas generally meets enough of the requirements for proceeding to vocational music education

Relation to overall position in orchestra:

1. First chairs

2. First chairs
	Regular weekly lessons

Group lessons

Completion lessons:

· Instrumental

· Music theory/ear training

· Ensemble lessons

· Occasional individual support

· Examination lessons

· Receptive development (resulting in an essay)


	Vocational study / vocational music education


Extra selection offered by music schools in primary education

	Approximate age
	Possible external selection offered by music schools

	General education

	4 
	Music with toddlers, “Music on Mum’s lap”
	Pre-school

	6-12
	Music at school

· Receptive selection offered by teacher of General Musical Development

· Initial introduction to music and the instruments 

· In development: three-year cycle as a fixed programme
	Primary school

	8-12
	Project for Instrumental Musical Development in Primary Education, (known as PIMBA in Dutch)

· Students receive musical/instrumental instruction during school hours on four/five different instruments

· Auditory, classical and instrumental method using songs from the first four years of primary education

· ICT support with student accounts and teacher accounts

· Students starting music education are better oriented


	Primary school, year 5


� The Netherlands has three types of art education institutions that offer music education: music schools, music and dance schools and combined institutions of arts education.





� Proper coordination between the educational programme and the association is an important requirement. In the Netherlands, the HaFaBra wind ensemble education programme is often taught by the music school. In that case, there is a partnership between the association (HaFaBra), the music school and the local municipal authority. Cooperation encompasses both the content and the financial aspects.





� Simplified representation of reality and the structure of the various section levels in orchestras.


� The requirements for admission to the various conservatories are specified by instrument and genre; the requirements are generally formulated in terms of pieces to be played and skills to be demonstrated.


� Many thanks to Mr Barend Lutgendorf, Director of the Veldhoven Music School, for the information provided on the structure at that school.


� The PIMBA project aims to create a partnership model between primary education, the amateur arts and music schools. Veldhoven Music School explicitly looked for partnerships with the amateur arts. Other locations are Bolsward and Haarlem. These three locations have collaborated to develop a website that supports a learning programme for students in Year 5 of primary school. The project focuses on: the role of the music school, the role of the amateur arts, the progression to music associations and the progression to music school.





