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Structure of music education in Germany

	General age
	Music School


	General Education

	4-6
	Basic Level
Basic musical development

6-8/7-9 years old
	Basic Level
Early musical development

4–6 years old
	Children’s playground

primary school

	6-9
	Music School Lower Level
· Individual or group lessons in main subject

· Ensemble and supplementary subjects
	Primary school

	11–13
	Music School Intermediate Level
· Individual lessons in main subject (and group lessons)

· Ensemble and supplementary subjects

Preparatory programme for study

· For unusually gifted students

· Programme starts at the Intermediate Level

	Secondary education

	15-17
	Music School Higher Level
· Individual lessons in main subject

· Ensemble and supplementary subjects 

Amateur musicians:

Choir, orchestra, chamber music, ensemble with strings and wind instruments, pop and jazz ensembles.
	Professional study

· College of music
· Vocational training academy

· Conservatory

· Vocational training college

Professional practice:

Musician in an orchestra, soloist, music teacher, church musician, conductor
	


	1 Basic Level: 
	2 Lower Level

	3 Intermediate Level

	4 Higher Level


	Basic subjects: Early Musical Development and Basic Musical Development.

Broad basic introduction to music, which also lays the foundations for subsequent education

Age: 4–6 years old

Requirements for admission: none

Lessons: Classical

Number of lesson units
: 1-2

Duration: about 2 years
	Instrumental/vocal 

Age: no restrictions

Requirements for admission: Basic Level
Lessons: individual and group-oriented

Number of lesson units: 1

Duration: about 4 years

Comment:

In exceptional cases, piano lessons can be combined with the Early Musical Development and the Basic Musical Development. In general, piano lessons start after those components.
	Instrumental/vocal 

Age: no restrictions 

Requirements for admission: progress according to curriculum

Lessons: individual and group-oriented

Number of lesson units: 1

Duration: about 4 years

Divided into two course components of about 2 years each.
	Instrumental/vocal 

Age: no restrictions 

Requirements for admission: progress according to curriculum, or exceptional skills/talents

Lessons: individual

Number of lesson units: 1

Duration: no restrictions

Divided into two course components of about 2 years each.

	Specific subjects

	Specific subjects
	Specific subjects
	Specific subjects

	Ear training, music theory and principles. Singing groups and choirs (pre-choir)
	Ensemble subjects 

Lessons: Knowledge and skills according to curriculum in instrumental/vocal subject.

Lesson units: 1-2
	Ensemble subjects:

Knowledge and skills according to curriculum in instrumental/vocal subject.

Lesson units: 1-2
	Ensemble subjects:

Knowledge and skills according to curriculum in instrumental/vocal subject.

Lesson units: 1-2


� Source: Strukturplan für Musikschulen, Verband deutscher Musikschulen (VdM) � HYPERLINK "http://www.musikschulen.de" ��www.musikschulen.de� 


�  A number of music schools offer a programme to prepare exceptionally gifted students to study music.


� Lesson unit = 45 minutes


� Music and motion/dance and jazz are also among the specific subjects. No information is available on these subjects.


� Introduction to Folklore, Rock and Pop music, song-writing and improvisation.
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