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Current structure of music education in France

	Cycle
	Mandatory
	Number of hours of education each week
	Evaluation and certificate
	Comments

	1st cycle (4 years)
	
	Between 2.5 and 4.5 hours
	Overall evaluation by means of constant monitoring and final examinations

Admission to the next cycle
	Admission to the 1st cycle may be preceded by an orientation period.

The students who passed the examination at the end of the 1st cycle are immediately admitted to the 2nd cycle.

Each cycle can be lengthened or shortened by a year. 

Certain disciplines, such as song, can be shortened by 1 or 2 years.

It is recommended that the hours of general education be adjusted (C.H.A.M.
).

	
	General musical development and music culture
	2 hours, if possible at 2 different times, in groups of 15 students
	
	

	
	Instrumental development
	1.5 hours of group lessons (3 students) or at least 30 minutes of individual lesson.
	
	

	
	Vocal and/or instrumental ensemble
	1 hour (if possible in lesson form) of musical development
	
	

	2nd cycle (4 years)
	
	Between 4 and 5.5 hours
	Overall evaluation by means of constant monitoring and final examinations

Admission to the next cycle
	

	
	General musical development and music culture
	Two groups of 15 students
	
	

	
	Instrumental or voice development
	1.5 hours of group lessons (3 students) or at least 30 minutes of individual lesson.
	
	

	
	Vocal and instrumental ensemble
	Between 1.5 and 2 hours
	
	

	3rd cycle (3 years)
	
	Between 4 hrs 45 mins and 5.5 hours
	Overall evaluation taking the main subject into account.

C.F.E.M
 final certificate (final certificate in music studies)
	The students who passed the examination at the end of the 2nd cycle are immediately admitted to the 3rd cycle.

Practice rooms are offered for ensembles, which enables the students to also practice outside the official lesson times.

	
	General musical development and music culture
	2 intensive hours of lessons in the main subject


	
	

	
	Instrumental or vocal development
	1.5 hours of group lessons (2 students) or at least 45 minutes of individual lesson.
	
	

	
	Vocal and instrumental ensemble
	Including 2 hours of chamber music.
	
	

	Specialisation cycle (3 years)
	
	Between 6 and 7 hours
	Overall evaluation taking the main subject into account.

‘D.E.M.’ final certificate (diploma in music studies)
	If the teaching team recommends, the students can present themselves for the specialised cycle immediately after the second year of the third cycle.

Admission to the specialisation cycle is part of an examination that is specially geared to the main subject.

	
	General musical development and music culture
	2 hours

At least 4 hours if it is the main subject.
	
	

	
	Instrumental or vocal development
	2 hours of group lessons (2 students) or at least 1 hour of individual lesson.
	
	

	
	Vocal and instrumental ensemble
	3 hours of mandatory chamber music
	
	


� Source: Cursus des études musicales. The structure and contents of music education in France is currently under review. This structural overview (1992) is no longer up to date. The old structure was a recommendation to the music, dance and theatre schools. It was not binding. About 75% of the schools are organised according to this structure.


� The aim of modernising music education in France is to make it possible to provide music education (including dance and theatre) to all children. In this recommendation, we already see the first signs of attempts to link music education to general education. 


� CFEM = le certificat de fin d’études musicales





