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Structure of music education in Flanders: jazz and easy listening

	Lower grade
	Intermediate grade
	Higher grade

	General Musical Development 

Adjusted curriculum 

Approved: 1997 and 1999

Children: 8–12 years old

General comment: the curriculum objectives are very precise descriptions of the separate aspects of the subject that should be achieved. However, they are subject to the achievement of the main goals: independence, musical ability and technical skills in the service of enjoying making music and creativity.

The General Musical Development course lays a general foundation. Traditional teaching of sight-reading consisted mainly of three components that have undergone fundamental changes in General Musical Development: learning to “imagine” sounds during sight-reading lessons, melodic and rhythmic dictation and music theory.

Five main aspects of the subject:

1. meter

2. rhythm

3. melody

4. ear training

5. theory

Young persons section L1 and L2 (evaluations)

Young persons section L3 and L4 (evaluations)

General aims:

· Teaching the language of music

· Development of musical personality

· General development 

· Musical development

· General musical development


	Piano and Keyboards, main subject: instrument for jazz and easy listening

General aims:

· Musical instruction aimed specifically at the idiom of jazz and easy listening

· Developing practical musical skills for playing music in a group

· Developing auditory and visual music skills

· Developing musical awareness

Evaluation: individual evaluation by a teacher and evaluation of concert performance by an examination committee
	Piano and Keyboards, main subject: instrument for jazz and easy listening

Please note: It is the teacher’s choice to place the student in the main subject for an instrument or the main subject for ensemble.

General aims:

· Musical instruction aimed specifically at the idiom of jazz and easy listening

· Developing practical musical skills for playing music in a group

· Developing auditory and visual music skills

· Developing musical awareness

Evaluation: individual evaluation by a teacher and evaluation of concert performance by an examination committee

	General Musical Development 

Adjusted curriculum 

Adults section L1, L2 and L3
(approved July 2001)

General aims:

· Teaching the language of music

· Development (personality)

· General development (general cultural interest)

· Musical development

· General Musical Development

The rest of the contents are the same as in the curriculum for children.


	General musical culture

The adjusted curriculum is a level-based curriculum; the choice is left open how the teaching material is distributed across 3 years.

Starting at the Intermediate Level, students can choose one or more main subjects.

Each main subject consists of at least two complementary subjects. Therefore:

· there is coherence between subjects;

· there are Lessons from different teachers

Aim: To make students curious and enthusiastic about experiencing the arts in general and music in particular.

· Builds on the Lower Level

· As a “supplementary course”, it supports other subjects

· Uses contemporary music 

· Develops analytical, expressive and creative insights

· Teaches stylistic and technical features

· Active participation in listening or playing

Requirements:

· good communication between teachers

· recommendation to use ICT
	

	
	Ensemble for the jazz and easy listening programme, main subject: ensemble

Requires support in the theoretical and instrumental lessons.

Evaluation: M3

General aims:

· Musical instruction aimed specifically at the idiom of jazz and easy listening, with an emphasis on creativity

· Developing practical musical skills for playing music in a group

· Developing both auditory and visual music skills
	Instrumental ensemble for the jazz and easy listening programme, main subject: ensemble

Requires support in the theoretical and instrumental lessons.

Evaluation: H3

General aims:

· Musical instruction aimed specifically at the idiom of jazz and easy listening, with an emphasis on creativity

· Developing practical musical skills for playing music in a group

· Developing both auditory and visual music skills


� Education Secretariat for Cities and Municipalities of the Flemish Community (Onderwijssecretariaat van Steden en Gemeenten van de Vlaamse Gemeenschap – OVSG), part-time music education: jazz and easy listening. � HYPERLINK "http://www.ovsg.nl" ��www.ovsg.nl� 
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