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Info-Bulletin based on the minutes of the 10th Meeting of the EMU Presidium

Vhrnika, Slovenia, 10 and 11 March 2006
Present were: 

Timo Veijola (president), Gerd Eicker (vice-president), Katalin Asztai, Marion van der Hoeven, Paolo Ponzecchi, Timo Veijola, Viktor Zadnik, Gerrie Koops (secretary general, report).

Excused were: Helena Maffli
1.  Opening and adoption of the agenda

The president, Timo Veijola, opened the meeting and welcomed all participants.

Agenda point Special news moved to the end of the meeting.

The agenda was adopted.

2.  Minutes 9th Presidium meeting in Amersfoort, the Netherlands on 9 and 10 December 2005  

(appendix 1).

The minutes were approved.

Referring to the motions enclosed in the minutes and the action list and not mentioned on the agenda of the meeting:

. Working plan and budget proposal: the presidium hasn't received any negative reaction to the working plan and budget proposal 2006. 

The working plan and budget 2006 was adopted. The invoices for the contribution fee 2006 will be sent this month. 
. Association Management: 5 countries have applied for the meeting planned in Bonn from 15 to 18 June 2006. The presidium decided that at least 7 countries should participate. Timo will phone some people.

. The association of music school directors in Flanders might be interested in EMU membership. The presidium would be very happy if EMU could stay in contact with Belgium Flanders. A possible candidate-membership of the association of directors might be a solution to maintaining Belgium's' participation in EMU.

. Report Forum in Italy: Gerrie received the last text – from the Italian speakers – last week, but the translation costs are very high in the Netherlands. Katalin and Paolo will try to find a cheaper solution for the translation in their country.
. Application European Union funds for multi-annual projects and operational EMU activities in 2006: Katalin got in touch with Edit Tender Consulting, an organization in Hungary that is specialized in EU applications for several big culture organizations in Hungary. The services costs are 100.000 HUF + 20% tax per year (about 480 euros per year) and after a succesfull application the costs depends on the ammount of money.
The presidium decided that Edit Tender Consulting will be asked to assist EMU in the research and possible application for EU funds.
. Possible new member countries:
* Greece: a native Greek-speaking teacher from Marion's' school got in touch with a person in the Ministry in Greece who is responsible for the conservatories in Greece. Gerrie has sent material. 
* Portugal: Katalin sent a letter to a partner school in Portugal but hasn’t received an answer yet.

* Lithuania: Timo will visit Vilnius in person.

* Turkey: Helena got in touch with the "Mimar Sinan Universitesi" in Instanbul. As far as she could understand there is an interest in joining EMU. Gerrie has sent material.

* Faroe Islands: Jens Bloch from Denmark advised EMU to get in contact with the Faroe Islands. 
Since the Faroe Islands are a part of Denmark, the presidium thinks that a membership might not be possible. Gerrie will contact Jens to get more information about the status of the Islands.
. Contact with Spain about the present situation in the association: Timo phoned the chair of the Spanish association Carme Veghel. She will inform EMU by letter.
. INGO meetings: Gerd will represent EMU at the upcoming meetings. 

. Digital meeting point: Gerrie sent several advertising emails to the members. Most associations forwarded the mails to their member schools or/and informed them by newsletter and internet but without any direct results: there have not been any new applications to the meeting point since October. 
The presidium decided to postpone the development of the meeting point – and new investments - to the end of September. In the meantime, presidium members will ask some specialists in their country for their opinion. After that, the presidium will decide if any further money should be used for the development.

The meeting point will also be discussed at the management meeting in June. 
. More news from the webgroup: 
* EMU applied for the domain names: musicschools.eu and music-schools.eu
The presidium decided to apply also for the domain emusic.eu
* The webgroup started a discussion platform

* Interesting news on national pages will be promoted by sending the link to the members

* New activities of the working group will be reported by the chair in writing.
3.  Statistics (appendix 4)
Gerd made a new shorter version of the questionnaire with the key date, which will make it easier to make an update per 2005. Before sending it to the members, the database has to be changed. After that, members will be asked to provide the data. Gerd will finally add some comments.
It would be interesting to find out if a university would be interested in offering this project to a student.
4.  Youth Music Festival in Hungary in 2007
Hungary hasn’t yet sent the application forms to the member countries. The reason is that they are still waiting for a concrete answer from the national government about the financing – appr. Euro 600,000 by the Ministry. The association received a letter of goodwill yesterday, but still without offering any concrete amount. 
The final decision will be made probably in May, after the national elections in April, which means that the final ''go'' can still not be given. However, in the meantime Hungary will send the festival application forms to the member countries. 

The schedule for the registration is now:

. end of March: application forms to member associations

. 1 June: deadline registration

Suggestion presidium: to invite directors of music schools to participate in the festival (study trip)

Timo will thank the Ministry in writing for their letter of goodwill.

5.  Youth Music Festival in 2009/2010
De Kunstconnectie/VKV will inform the Presidium in May if they might have (financial) possibilities to organise the festival in Utrecht and Amersfoort in 2009. 
Last month Austria also applied for the festival in 2009. 
6.  General Assembly in Finland (appendix 8)
The presidium discussed the first outlines of the programme. 

Timo will make an update based on this discussion.

7.  Motives for music / Why music education
Marion handed out a document ''Why music education''. This document, exploring the receptive, active and the reflective aspects of music education, was developed last year by the most important music organisations in Amsterdam. 
The presidium decided that:
. 'Motives for music' will be discussed at the meeting between teachers from Espoo music school and the music school in Amsterdam in April. 

. important elements of Timo's document ''Motives for music'' will be incorporated 

. after that, discussions in other countries: Germany, Hungary, Italy

. presentation new version to presidium in October

. presentation final text to General Assembly in November

. translation into all EMU members languages before 1 January (EMU members will be asked for translation)

. layout and printing 

. final presentation at GA Hungary in May 2007.
8.  EMU presidium per May 2007

The presidium started a first brainstorm session about presidency, secretariat and board per May 2007. 

The matter will be discussed further at the meeting in May 2006.

9.  Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage to enter into force on 20 April

EMU will recommend their members to sign the convention. 

10.  Special news / Miscellaneous
. The Association of Finnish Music Schools sent an announcement about the Music Education Database (MED). The MED is a joint EU project of Finland and Estonia. The purpose of the MED is to be an open place where anyone can offer copyright-free material, research, images, curriculums of each instrument, information about examination systems etc.  The system will be launched on 1 May 2006.

. Timo informed the presidium about a Music political programme organised by the Finnish Music Council. 
. Paolo will represent EMU at the International Conference for Music Schools in Basque in April.

. The Centre of the Arts in Utrecht was nominated last year by EMU and has been invited to present their Guildhall project during the EMC conference in April 2006. EMU will subsidise travel and accommodation for the presentation by Jan van Muilekom.
11.  Presidium meetings 2006 

. 18 till 21 May 2006: Liverpool, England: alongside the Annual Congress of the Association of Music Services (arrival 18 May before 17.00 h. because of a dinner in the evening with the AMS board)
. First week of October 2006: 29 September till 1 October: Sweden or Switzerland.
Timo will contact Per Sjoberg from Sweden.
. 13 November 2006: Kuopio, Finland 

. 9 till 11 March 2007 in Italy??

12.  Closing

After that, no other remarks were put forward and the president closed the meeting.
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