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Analysis of instrumental national curricula: Flanders

	1
	Structure of the course, curricula and influence of the teacher

See also structural diagrams
	Music education in Belgium is divided into a Wallonian (French-speaking) part and a Flemish (Dutch-speaking) part. Music education in Flanders, the Dutch-speaking part of Belgium, is nationally supervised. One general comment included in many curricula is that the curriculum is based on the general organisation of music education, as determined by the Flemish government. The curriculum is obligatory for all schools. The education programme is divided into three grades, which are not by definition year-related. The grades are: Lower Level, Intermediate Level and Higher Level. The Lower Level is a basic programme in which students take General Musical Development (AMV) and learn to sing together, and also can choose between an instrument and song as a specialisation. From the Intermediate Level, students choose an instrument or song as their main subject in the option ‘instrument/song’, or ensemble or vocalisation in the option ‘ensemble and vocalisation’. The curricula lay out the minimum learning content that a group or individual should be able to achieve per grade and per year. However, the learning content is not restrictive; it can be supplemented and expanded to meet the needs and develop the potential of a group or individual.

Detailed learning plans with a similar structure have been worked out for jazz and easy listening.

The curricula for jazz and easy listening set out an umbrella plan for both the intermediate and higher degrees. They are based on the idea of examining the broad concepts of jazz and easy listening music from various angles and putting them into practice, taking into account the possibilities for each student. The teacher is free to place a student in the option for an instrument or the option for playing in ensemble starting at the Higher Level, depending on the student’s capabilities and interests. The programme also includes in-depth and compulsory supplementary courses.
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	Aim and vision for music education

	The main aim is to develop the musical abilities and promote enjoyment in making music. To this end, theoretical knowledge, technical skills and technical knowledge are an absolute requirement. The supplementary courses in General Musical Development (AMV) and General Musical Culture (AMC) primarily work on

· Ear training;

· Singing skills;

· Sight-reading skills;

· Notation skills;

· Creativity. 

The development of the musical attitudes and skills is valued. It is the task of the educational institutes to ensure that the student acquires these skills in the course of the programme by means of well-planned education and regular study and self-study.

The general aims of the educational programme for jazz and easy listening are:

· To provide a music education programme specifically aimed at the idiom of jazz and easy listening, with an emphasis on developing creativity and musical aesthetics;

· To develop practical music skills with respect to playing music in a group;

· To develop musical awareness and a study-minded attitude.
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	Testing and evaluation


	Flanders has a precise system of testing, examination and evaluation.

Every student participates in the annual examinations and evaluations in the subjects covered by the Decree of the Flemish government.

The examinations are intended to provide motivation for the students to work toward a clearly described and achievable goal.

The teacher also monitors the students’ progress throughout the year. The “evaluation slips”, which are drawn up by the teacher during the school year, count toward the final evaluation.

There are transition examinations at the end of each school year (L1 L2 L3 M1 M2 H1 H2), and final examinations at the end of each grade programme (L4 M3 H3). The school’s director determines the content of these examinations, taking into account the advice of the teacher. Based on the student’s individual pace of study and development, specific emphasis can be put on elements of the individual subjects in compiling the examination programme.

The final examination at the end of L4 is an orientation examination because the results of this examination determine what options the student has for further study and what choices are available (option for instrument/song or option for ensemble and vocalisation). The examination programme is set out in the curricula.

Final examinations can also be taken at the end of the intermediate and higher levels. The final examination at the end of the intermediate level again determines the student’s choices for further study.
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5
	Curricula for instruments
Curricula for ensemble
	Belgian Flanders has separate curricula for all the subjects taught, including all instruments, ensemble, accompaniment in practice, instrumental ensemble, song, choir and vocalisation.

See the structural overview for more information.

The instruments are:

Clarinet, Saxophone, Transverse Flute, Bassoon, Oboe, Flute, Recorder

Trumpet, Horn, Trombone, Tuba

Piano/piano and keyboards for jazz and easy listening, Harpsichord, Organ, Accordion

Percussion/percussion for jazz and easy listening

Violin, Viola, Cello, Contrabass, Gamba, Harp, Lute, Guitar, Mandolin

Song/vocalisation, choir
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	Size of the group, composition and duration of the lessons


	The curricula contain guidelines on a number of practical aspects. For example, they include a minimum requirement of one hour of lessons per week.

There is also a recommendation that group-oriented individual education be provided. This gives students a better, more frequent opportunity to expand their knowledge and insight. Groups for individual subjects have a maximum of four students per hour of lessons.

	7
	Methods and didactics
	The curricula respect the teacher’s pedagogical freedom to choose a method and didactic approach to the teaching material. The teacher also determines the sequence of the material within a grade. The curricula include further instructions on aspects such as posture, breathing, motor skills, tonalisation, musicality and repertory.

The curricula include guidelines on the development of listening and response skills, the development of memory, mastering scales and chords, and the choice of repertory.



	8
	Choice of repertory 
	The notes and recommendations include comments on styles of music such as Non-Western music cultures, other arts, commercial and non-commercial music for subjects like music history.

The curricula for “option for instrument”, for example, recommend that the choice of repertory be brought into line with technical progress and musical development. The recommendation is that a variety of styles should be offered. Additional lists of repertory pieces offer suggestions for the teachers. The teacher is responsible for choosing the repertory, depending on the student’s level. The curricula for jazz offer a selection of compositions in different styles, not only jazz, but also pop/rock, fusion and blues.

	9
	Comments
	For some years now, the Education Secretariat of the Cities and Municipalities of the Flemish Community has been adjusting the curricula. The curricula for General Musical Development for both adults (adopted in 2001) and young people (adopted in 1997 and 1999) are examples of such adjustments.

Part-time arts education in Flanders also includes curricula for the educational programmes offered in dance, drama and visual arts.


� Sources: Leerplannen deeltijds kunstonderwijs, studierichting muziek van de Vlaamse Gemeenschap, Belgian Ministry of Education, July 1990.


Leerplannen Deeltijds kunstonderwijs – studierichting muziek, jazz en lichte muziek, Education Secretariat for Cities and Municipalities of the Flemish Community. These curricula are still in development; in part for that reason, they are presented in a separate structural diagram. � HYPERLINK "http://www.ovsg.nl" ��www.ovsg.nl� 
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