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Analysis of instrumental national curricula: France

	1
	Structure of the course, curricula and influence of the teacher

The structural diagram provides an overview of the old system.
	Part-time music education in France is provided by the music, dance and theatre schools. There is no national law covering music education. The state does give recommendations but does not offer a solution for financing, which is complicated by the current decentralisation. France has approximately 3000 music schools of all sorts and sizes. The information offered in this analysis is the first result of the desire to change part-time arts education. 

In the old system, music education consists of three cycles followed by a specialisation:

Cycles 1 and 2 each take four years. The third cycle and the specialisation each take three years. This means that the total duration of music education is 14 years.

The number of years is only a guideline, because each of the cycles can be shortened or lengthened by a year.

In the new structure, the contents of the cycles are determined by the goals set. A defining and recurring characteristic is the desire for the entire process to be based on a combination of theoretical learning (general musical culture) and practical skills (instrumental/vocal individual and group education).

If music education is to have (and keep) a place in society, then it needs to be based on the general views on learning in relation to musical development and linked to general education. Students can put the musical skills that they acquire into practice in group education and test themselves in examinations at the end of a cycle. It is not yet clear how the part-time music, dance and theatre schools will be organised.



	2
	Aim and vision for music education
	The basic task of the educational institutes will be expanded to include new perspectives and move closer to today’s society. The goals will encompass both an artistic component and a social component.

The new goals are: to develop artistic education in a school setting, to invigorate the cultural life of the city, to reduce social inequality, to promote the awareness of the population at large and to offer an educational framework for amateur musicians and dancers.



	3
	Testing and evaluation


	The general framework curriculum for part-time music education is not binding for the educational institutes. France does not have a national law covering part-time music education. Moreover, the quality and contents of the education provided are currently not monitored. The exception to this rule is the curriculum for dance education because of physical and medical reasons.

The whole evaluation system will also be changing in the near future. At this time, an initial new text has been prepared for the certificate issued at the end of the specialisation programme that can provide access to a professional career.



	4
	Curricula for instruments
	France wants to focus more attention on amateur musicians and on different styles of music. This will be expressed in the new curricula.

The current curricula are not obligatory for the teachers. Local authorities are responsible for music education. Among other things, this means that there are significant differences in education and that there is no quality control.



	5
	Curricula for ensembles
	Playing in ensemble will be the most important aim of the new developments and will be taking on a more important role in music education.



	6
	Size of the group, composition and duration of the lessons


	The general curriculum makes concrete statements about: the desired duration of the lessons, the group size and the alternation between individual and group-oriented education (see also the structural diagram).



	7
	Methods and didactics
	Ideally, music education will be based on a combination of practical (instrumental and vocal) skills and theoretical background. The aim is to organise music education based on the new insights into musical development, the new style of learning.



	8
	Choice of repertory 
	The new developments will focus more on different and new styles of music.



	9
	Comments
	One of the striking features of the new developments in France is the expanded aim of music education toward “social cohesion”. The desire is to put the art schools in the community, thus making music, dance and theatre accessible to the entire population. Small schools with artistic management are envisioned. The aim of the new developments is to preserve the good traditional aspects and to give them a place in a new community with new ways of teaching and new styles of music. The process of development is still in full swing, and it is not yet clear where or how it will end.




� Source: Schéma d’orientation pédagogique des écoles de musique et de danse


For more information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ffemnet.com" ��www.ffemnet.com�. 
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